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The Economic Growth Institute 
leverages the University of Michigan’s resources, 

research, technologies, and expertise to foster 
innovation and create positive economic impact 
within small- and medium-sized enterprises and 

their communities.



From the Director

join the Economic Growth Institute. For six years prior, I had 

organization and enjoyed working with its respected staff. 

state funds. The staff is a dedicated group of engineers, 

forces. They are proudest of the work they did to turn around 

Director





I N S T I T U T E  O V E R V I E W



During the past year, the Institute for Research on 
Labor, Employment, and the Economy celebrated 
its 35th anniversary. But, in a very real way, it was 

muscular mission: to foster business innovation 
and enhance the economic vitality of communities 
across the country.

In 2017, the newly named Economic Growth 
Institute also welcomed a new director: Paula 
Sorrell. She came to the Institute from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation, where — as 
vice president of entrepreneurship, innovation, 
and venture capital — she oversaw $1 billion in 
development funds, programs, company portfolios, 
and projects supporting Michigan’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. During this period, she also created 
new translational research programs to better 
direct the power of public universities’ research 
and assets into a pipeline of new companies.

At the Institute, Sorrell leads an experienced team 
of business, engineering, urban planning, economic 
development, community development, and policy 
professionals in three areas of engagement:

• Working with companies that are considered 
strategically critical to the economy

• Working with companies that would like to 
launch a new technical product into a new 
market; and

• Working with communities that would like to 
improve their economies.

The Institute has always maintained a portfolio of top 
research projects that elaborate upon best practices 
in economic development. Enterprises interested 
in talking about their economic challenges with 

(734) 998-6201 or economicgrowth@umich.edu.



2017 Highlights

J A N U A R Y

Sorrell Tapped to Lead Economic Growth Institute

Growth Institute and began her new position on January 

operations of the Institute and setting strategic directions 
to guide its growth and enhance its impact on business 
and society.

A P R I L

Fulton Granted Emeritus Status by Regents

A Regional Econometric 
Forecasting System: Major Economic Areas of Michigan, 



Institute Earns IEDC Award 

has recognized the Economic Growth Institute for the 

throughout the state.

distribution of projects and funds across the state, 

* Data as of October 2017



Programs

For more than 30 years, the Economic Growth Institute has improved the economy by 
researching economic development opportunities and by assisting small- and medium-sized 
companies through results-driven programs, such as those below. 

Great Lakes Trade Adjustment Assistance Center

Defense Manufacturing Assistance Program

and communities affected by downsizing in the defense 

Small Company Innovation Program

First Customer Program



Partners

The Institute is privileged to partner with a variety of state and federal agencies and 

communities. 

Governmental Agencies

Administration

Adjustment

Educational Institutions



Network of Current Ecosystem Connections

100+ universities

1200 private sector 
consultants

7100+ students trained

10 federal + state  
partner programs

300 early stage 
technology companies

700 small-medium 
manufacturing 

companies

100 communities

18 business incubators/
accelerators





I M P A C T F U L  A C T I V I T I E S



In its history, the Economic Growth Institute has 
managed 19 federal and state economic development 
programs; enabled funding sponsors to earn a return 
on investment of 10x to 45x; and provided business 
and technical support to more than 900 companies. 
The Institute has also conducted more than 100 
economic and local and national best practices 
studies in its lifetime. Here is a snapshot of the 
organization’s accomplishments in 2017.



Data as of October 2017
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During 2017, the Institute’s staff and student 
researchers worked in concert with dozens of clients 

as well as communities to analyze their needs and 
advance expert strategies promoting economic 
development. These engagements were led by the 
Institute’s professional staff collaborating with clients 
on assessment work and sharing the cost of projects. 
Student involvement enabled a new generation to 
learn about client challenges and contribute to their 
success. Here are samples of their work.



Bolstering the Midwest manufacturing economy through innovation

Caster Concepts

they operate their business and reach customers with 

Projects with 
the Institute 

These projects were funded by the Great Lakes Trade 



Mac Arthur Corporation  

in order to shape a business case 

area. The Institute brought new 

scoping, management, and 

These projects were 



Enhancing America’s defense supply chain

GS Engineering 

to engagement with the Economic Growth Institute. 

measurement tracking 

throughout the 
process to enhance 

resources for product 

These projects were supported by the Defense 



ASSEM-tech Inc.

reduction in staff. 

The company needed 

better weather the ups and 
downs of defense contracting 

These projects were supported by the Defense 



Getting innovations to market

Neuvokas Corporation

 

engineering.

These projects were 
supported by the 



Life Magnetics, Inc.

and gene signature optimization.



Working with communities to grow their economies 

Janesville, Wisconsin

times of the Great Recession. That important story has 
Janesville: An American Story 

workers at its peak production.



Battle Creek, Michigan

address defense dependency and economic 

“We truly appreciate the good 

work accomplished by the 

University of Michigan, and 

look forward to exploring the 

recommendations contained 

within the DMAP study,” said 

Larry Bowron, transportation 

director at the airport. “The 

courteous and consistent 

follow-up by Institute staff 

is a testament to their 

dedication to such a great 

program.”



Willow Run, Michigan





I N S I G H T F U L  R E S E A R C H



Research was the original mission of the Institute, 
and continues to play an important role today. U-M 
faculty and researchers involved with the Institute 
offer expertise in such areas as best practices 
in economic development and technology 
commercialization, economic forecasting, 
industry issues, economic policies, outsourcing in 
manufacturing, privatization, and public services. 
Below are several examples of recent research 
activity.



Federal Research Investments

Defense Supply Chain Stability

superiority in this area, it has seen Prime Defense awards 

Cutting-Edge Demand

adopted and/or manufactured.



Featured Students 

Each year, the Institute provides meaningful 
research opportunities to up to 70 undergraduate and 
graduate students that allow them to directly engage 
with company and community leaders. Working 
alongside Institute staff members, they both learn 

working solutions. Students leave with experience 
and skills that are invaluable to their careers.

Matthew Pierce

Institute who joined when he was an undergraduate junior 

engineering. He is an Entrepreneurs Leadership Program 

Luz Meza 

economics of migration.

experience to work with a team that 

Institute make the experience of working here 



Featured Alumni 

Economic Growth Institute students 
have gone on to develop impressive 
careers following graduation from the 
University of Michigan. Here are two 
recent examples.

Daniel Glasson 

a project manager working on economic adjustment 

where he assisted communities impacted by auto 

projects in support of economic adjustment strategies. 

Smriti Sakhamuri
During her time at the 

Economic Growth Institute, 

and Entrepreneurship.

“The Institute helped me 

hone my research and 

presentation skills, and truly 

taught me the meaning of the 

phrase ‘attention to  detail.’ 

They are skills I use every 

day in my current work.”



Administration

Parker Finn, assistant director
Niki Vick, senior business administrator

Specialists
John Antos, senior project manager

Tracy Ross, project coordinator

Students 

Nour Arafat, research associate

Lauren De Vries, assistant in research

Anusha Gundra, research associate

Aaron Ledbetter, research associate

Yun Joo Lee, assistant in research





Contact 

Economic Growth Institute

�
�

� economicgrowth@umich.edu
� @Econ_Growth


